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Claims pending as of Pre iminary Amendment dated Feb 7, 2002 

13. A process for pre paring a compound of formula (I): 



or a tautomeric form thereof am l/or a pharmaceutically acceptable salt thereof 
and/or a pharmaceutically accej table solvate thereof, wherein: 

A 1 represents a substitut ed or unsubstituted single ring aromatic 
heterocyclyl group having 4 to ' ring atoms and comprising up to 4 hetero 
atoms in each ring selected fron i oxygen, sulphur or nitrogen, the substitucnts 
for the heterocyclyl group beinj up to 4 substitucnts selected from the group 
consisting of: Cj.^-alkyl, C]_i; -alkoxy, aryl and halogen or any two 
substituents on adjacent carbon itoms, together with the carbon atoms to 
which they are attached, may form an aryl group, and wherein the carbon 
atoms of the aryl group represei ited by the said two substituents may 
themselves be substituted or un ubstituted; 

R 1 represents a hydrocarbon atom, a Ci.^-alkyl group, a C^- 
alkylcarbonyl group, an aryl-C] ^"^kyl g rou P7 tne moiety being 
substituted or unsubstituted, or . i substituted or unsubstituted aryl group; 

R~ and each represer c hydrogen, or R and R together represent a 

bond; 

A 2 represents a benzene ring having three optional substituents which 
may be selected from halogen s tbstituted or unsubstituted alkyl or alkoxy, 
substituents for the alkyl group leing selected from the groups consisting of 
haJogen. Cj_i2-alkyl, phenyl, C .^-alkoxy, halo- C^^'^kyl, hydroxy, amino, 
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nitro, carboxy, C^^'^oxycarDonyloxyl, Cj.^-allcoxycarbonyl- Ci_ 12 -alkyl, 
Cj_i2 alkylcarbonyloxy, and C 3 , 12 -alkylcarbonyl; and 

n represents an integer in the range of from 2 to 6; 

wherein the process con prises steps selected from the group consisting 

of: 

(a) reacting a comp< und of formula (III): 



R a - 




wherein R 2 , R 3 and A 2 are as dv Fined in relation to formula (I), and R a is a 
moiety convertible to a moiety uf formula (f): 

R 1 
, I 

A 1 — N— (C H 2 ) — O (f) 

wherein R 1 , A 1 , and n are as de ined in relation to formula (I), with an 
appropriate reagent capable of c onverting Ra to the said moiety (f); and 

(b) by reacting a cor lpound of formula (VIII) 
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wherein R 1 , A 1 . A 2 , and n are a defined in relation to formula (I) with 2,4- 
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thiazolidinedione; and thereafu r, if required, carrying out one or more of the 
following optional steps: 

(i) converting a compound of formula (I) to a further compound of 
formula (I); 

(11) preparing a pharmaceut cally acceptable salt of the compound of 
formula (1) and/or a pharmacei tically acceptable solvate thereof. 

14. A process according to claim 13, wherein the product of the 
process is 5-(4-[2-(N-methyl-N (2-pyridyl)amino)ethoxy)benzyl)-2,4- 
thiazolidinedione or a tautomer c form thereof and/or a pharmaceuticaJly 
acceptable salt thereof and/or a pharmaceutically acceptable solvat thereof. 
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